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EPTA Online Conference, 6th and 7th July 2021  

 

Pentecostal Ministries: Cultures, Genders, and Roles  

Dates 

The online conference will run from the morning of Tuesday 6th July to the evening of 

Wednesday 7th July (Central European Summer Time). 

Theme 

The theme of the conference is ‘Pentecostal Ministries: Cultures, Genders, and 

Roles.’ The conference explores the diversities, promises, and challenges of 

Pentecostal ministries with emphasis on the place of cultures, nationalities, and 

languages, concerns of gender in Pentecostal churches, leadership, and theology, 

as well as the various identities and roles of Pentecostal ministries worldwide. 

Academic papers will be presented and discussions will be held on various aspects 

of this topic. 

Welcome 

All members of EPTA are encouraged to attend. As ever, others interested in the 

work of EPTA are warmly welcomed, especially research students. Pastors and 

others involved in church life on a day-to-day basis will find much of interest in this 

academic conference. 

Online ‘Venue’ 

The online conference will be hosted on the EPTA website and all sessions will be 

held on Zoom. Access to the password protected conference page and Zoom 

sessions will be provided to registered attendees.   

Registration 

Registration is done through Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epta-2021-

online-conference-tickets-150188524921  

The registration fees are: 

1. General Admission: €40 

2. EPTA Members: €30 

3. Students (includes EPTA student members): €20  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epta-2021-online-conference-tickets-150188524921
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epta-2021-online-conference-tickets-150188524921
http://www.eptaweb.org
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Programme 

Central 
European 
Summer 

Time 

Tuesday 6th July 

9:00-9:20 Morning Devotions 

9:30-10:30 
 

Welcome 
 
Plenary 1 
 
Wolfgang Vondey, ‘The Future of Pentecostal Ministries: Ideological, Historical, and Institutional Challenges of 
a Global Tradition’ 
 

10:30-11:00 (Virtual) Coffee – An opportunity for networking and catching up with friends  

11:00-12:00 Parallel Sessions 
 
i. Patrice McDonald, ‘Pentecostalism: A Democratising, Liberating Force for Black Women?’ & Dony Donev, 
‘Anna Ladd Bartleman and the Formation of Azusa Revival Missions and Ministry Paradigm’ 
 
ii. Rachel Ager, ‘Pentecostalism: Ministries of Healing or a Culture that Exacerbates Suffering?’ & Charlotte 
Johnson, ‘An Exploration of Bereavement Experiences Supported by Pastoral Care Leadership in a 
Pentecostal Setting in the Church of God in the United Kingdom’ 
 

12:10-12:40 
 

Parallel Sessions 
 
i. Raymond Pfister, ‘Brexit Means Brexit? European Nationalism as a Challenge for Pentecostal Ministries in a 
Multicultural Society’ 
 
ii. Erwin Samuel Henderson, ‘Apostolicity as Divine Attribute in Trinitarian Relationship’ 
 

12:40-13:30 Lunch Break 

13:30-14:30 Roundtable Discussion 
 
‘Celebrating 40 Years of JEPTA and Reflecting on the Past, Present and Future of Pentecostal Theology.’ 
Chaired by Simo Frestadius. Panellists are David Bundy, Jean-Daniel Plüss, William Kay, and Wolfgang 
Vondey.  
 

14:45-15:45 
 

Plenary 2 
 
Malcolm J. Duncan, ‘Public Spires in the Public Square? The Pastor as a Public Witness’ 

16:00-17:00 Parallel Sessions 
 
i. Geoffrey Butler, ‘Calvin’s Sacramental Theology: A Fresh Paradigm for a Pentecostal View of Water 
Baptism?’ & John Onelum, ‘Towards Liberating the Eucharist in the West: An Experiment in Chastened 
Defamiliarization’ 
 
ii. Allan Varghese, ‘Songs as Pentecostal Theologizing: Annamma Mammen's Contribution in Shaping the 
Kerala Pentecostal Imagination’ & Cornelis van der Laan, ‘Love Knows No Sacrifice: Margaretha Alt and 
Indonesian Pentecostalism’ 
 

17:15-18:15 
 

Plenary 3 
 
Carol Tomlin, ‘Sermon Texts in Contexts: Exploring Factors for Divergence in the Preaching of Second 
Generation African Caribbean Pentecostals from their Windrush Forebears’ 
 

18:30-19:30 Share, Care, and Prayer 
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Central 
European 
Summer 

Time 

Wednesday 7th July 

9:00-9:20 
 

Morning Devotions 

9:30-10:30 
 

Plenary 4 
 
Tania Harris, ‘A Practical Theological Analysis of Pentecostal Cultures that Facilitate Revelatory 
Experiences’ 

10:30-11:00 (Virtual) Coffee – An opportunity for networking and catching up with friends 

 
11:00-12:00 

Parallel Sessions 
 
i. Nomatter Sande, ‘God Accepts Cultural Differences: African Diaspora Pentecostal Identity Perspective’ 
& Caleb Nyanni, ‘Cultural and Leadership Shift: Next Generation Leaders of African Diaspora Churches’ 
 

ii. Eunhee Wang, ‘The Holistic Holy Spirit Movement that Combines both Socio-Prophetic and 
Charismatic-Pious Elements in the Context of Korea’ & Vee J.D-Davidson, ‘Engaging with Cultural 
Factors that Have the Potential to Limit Spiritual Formation in Pentecostal Seminary Training and 
Associated Cross-Cultural Ministry’  
 

12:10-12:40 
 

Parallel Sessions 
 
i. E. T. Mapfumo. ‘The Quest for the Black Madonna in White Majority Traditional Churches: A 
Theological Reflection in a Yorkshire Parish’ 

 
ii. Marius Nel, ‘Again, the LGBTIQ+ Issue, the Hebrew Bible and Ministry, This Time from a Pentecostal 
Hermeneutical Awareness’ 
 

12:40-13:30 Lunch Break 

 
13:30-14:30 

Roundtable Discussion 
 
‘Pentecostal Theological Education in an Online World: Reflections on Theological Education, Spiritual 
Formation, and Ministerial Training.’ Chaired by Alison Atkinson. Panellists are Barry Saylor, Daniel 
Akhazemea, and Ulrik Josefsson.    
 

14:45-15:45 EPTA AGM 

16:00-17:00 Plenary 5 
 
Jonathan Black, ‘Towards a Pentecostal Theology of Ordination’ 

17:15-17:45 
 

Parallel Sessions 
 
i. Faith Van Horne, ‘A Pentecostal-Feminist Approach to Atonement for Survivors of Sexual Abuse’ 
 
ii. Joseph Dutko, ’Eschatology: Enemy of Gender Equality?’ 
 

18:00-19:00 Plenary 6 
 
William Atkinson, ‘How Male is Your God? Divine ‘Gender’ and Gendered Roles among Pentecostals’ 
 
Concluding Words 
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The plenary papers will be presented by Professor Wolfgang Vondey, Revd 

Malcolm J. Duncan F.R.S.A., Revd Dr Carol Tomlin, Revd Dr Tania Harris, Revd Dr 

Jonathan Black, and Revd Dr William Atkinson.     

              

                

 

 

If you are interested in becoming an EPTA member, please see: Membership 

Information | European Pentecostal Theological Association (eptaweb.org) 

 

For the latest issue of EPTA’s international journal, please see: Journal of the 

European Pentecostal Theological Association: Vol 41, No 1 (tandfonline.com) 

 

 

http://www.eptaweb.org/14-2/
http://www.eptaweb.org/14-2/
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/yjpe20/41/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/yjpe20/41/1?nav=tocList
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Further Details about the Sessions 
 
Morning Devotions 
 
This is an opportunity for interested conference attendees to start the day with a biblical 
reflection and a time of prayer. The morning devotions will be led by Phyllis Thompson 
(Tuesday) and Pasi Parkkila (Wednesday).    
 
Revd Phyllis Thompson has been on the EPTA executive since 2011. She currently co-
ordinates the New Testament Church of God Heritage Centre  located in Northampton, 
England.  She was the Education Director for her denomination in England and Wales from 
2007 to 2018. Her recent publications include Challenges of Pentecostal Theology in 
the 21st Century (2020 SPCK), Challenges of Black Pentecostal Leadership in the 
21st Century (2013 SPCK), and her contribution to Faith of our Fathers edited by Donald S 
Aultman and Steve Land (2009 Pathway Press). 
 
Revd Pasi Parkkila has been on the EPTA executive since 2011. He has served in different 
roles at Iso Kirja College, Keuruu, Finland from 1995 up to his retirement in 2019. He has 
two masters degrees and has completed studies in educational administration and 
leadership. Parkkila has served as a member of the Consultative Committee between the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and the Pentecostal Churches in Finland since 
2006. He has also been a member of the World Alliance for Pentecostal Theological 
Education (WAPTE) Board of Directors since 2013. His publications include a jointly 
authored article with Dr Arto Hämäläinen ‘Synergy for Designing Mission Training: Finnish 
Reflections,’ JEPTA 32, no. 2 (2012): 149-164. 
 

Virtual Coffee 
 
A few virtual rooms on Zoom will be hosted by EPTA members with a view of catching up 
with old friends and making new ones. Remember to bring your own coffee/tea! 
 

Share, Care, and Prayer 
 
The aim of this session is to allow conference attendees to share institutional or personal 
news. There will also be an opportunity for people to pray for each other in small groups in 
‘breakout rooms’ on Zoom. 
 

Roundtable Discussion – ‘Celebrating 40 Years of the Journal of the European 
Pentecostal Theological Association and Reflecting on the Past, Present and 
Future of Pentecostal Theology’ 
 
This session brings together four editors (past and present) of the Journal of the European 
Pentecostal Theological Association. The contributors will offer reflections on the journal’s 
development from 1981 to 2021. As well as focusing on the intellectual genealogy of the 
journal, the discussion will also explore the history of Pentecostal theology in Europe and 
further afield. The conversation will conclude with thoughts on the present state and future 
prospects of Pentecostal theology. The session is chaired by Simo Frestadius and the 
panellists are David Bundy (founding editor of the journal), Jean-Daniel Plüss (former editor), 
William Kay (former editor), and Wolfgang Vondey (current editor). 
 
Simo Frestadius (PhD, University of Birmingham) is the Dean of Research and Executive 
Director of the Institute for Pentecostal Theology at Regents Theological College, West 
Malvern, UK. He is also an ordained minister in the Elim Pentecostal Church. His teaching 

https://ntcg.org.uk/education/about/history/
https://www.regents-tc.ac.uk/research-centre/
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and research focuses on Pentecostal theology, philosophical/constructive theology, public 
theology, and philosophy of religion. His publications include Pentecostal Rationality: 
Epistemology and Theological Hermeneutics in the Foursquare Tradition (2020 Bloomsbury 
T&T Clark). 
 
David Bundy is the Associate Director of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre. He is the 
author of Keswick (1975, 1983, 2012), Visions of Apostolic Mission (2009) and numerous 
scholarly articles. He has served as librarian and historian at Asbury Theological Seminary 
(1985-1990), Christian Theological Seminary (1991-2002) and as Associate Provost for 
Library and Information Technology and Associate Professor of History at Fuller Theological 
Seminary (2002-2011). He received his BA from Seattle Pacific University, MDiv and ThM 
from Asbury Theological Seminary, Licentiate in Oriental Philology and History at the 
Universite Catholique de Louvain, Belgium, and a PhD from Uppsala University. 
 
Jean-Daniel Plüss holds a PhD in Religious Studies from the Catholic University of Leuven, 
Belgium, that focused on the interpretation of narrative elements in Pentecostal worship. He 
chairs the European Pentecostal Charismatic Research Association and is president of the 
‘Fondation du Forum Chrétien Mondial’. Since 1996 he has been involved in international 
ecumenical dialogues involving Pentecostals with historical churches. He teaches in 
theological seminaries and ecumenical institutes in Asia and Europe, has written numerous 
articles on Pentecostalism in journals as well as edited volumes, and he has published a 
book on the history of Swiss Pentecostalism. He is on the editorial board of the Journal of 
the European Pentecostal Theological Association.  
 
While a student at the University of Oxford William Kay came to Christ by walking forward at 
a Billy Graham crusade in London in 1966 and was baptised in the Spirit about six months 
later. Becoming a religious education teacher in State schools he started to publish on 
education using empirical and statistical data and this led to books on the beliefs and values 
of young people. After changing direction and spending ten years training Pentecostal 
ministers, he surveyed classical denominations in the UK and wrote Pentecostals in Britain 
which was followed by Apostolic Networks in Britain. Later he wrote introductions to global 
Pentecostalism and published with SCM and Oxford University Press. In 2016 he received 
an award from Churches Together in England for his ‘outstanding contribution to 
Pentecostalism’ and in 2019 he received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Society for 
Pentecostal Studies. Kay also has three doctorates.   
 
Wolfgang Vondey is Professor of Christian Theology and Pentecostal Studies in the School 
of Philosophy, Theology and Religion at the University of Birmingham, where he also serves 
as Director of the Centre for Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies. He has published 
extensively on issues of global Pentecostalism with particular focus on the theology of the 
movements and is currently the editor of the Journal of the European Pentecostal 
Theological Association. Among his most recent publications are Pentecostal Theology: 
Living the Full Gospel (2017 Bloomsbury T&T Clark) and The Routledge Handbook of 
Pentecostal Theology (2020 Routledge). 

 
Roundtable Discussion – ‘Pentecostal Theological Education in an Online 
World: Reflections on Theological Education, Spiritual Formation, and 
Ministerial Training’ 
 
A major question for Pentecostal theological colleges/seminaries is how to educate, disciple 
and train people for ministry in an increasingly online world. Although some institutions have 
already offered online and blended learning for years, the Covid-19 pandemic has forced 
more or less everyone to adopt some form of digital learning. The aim of this roundtable 
discussion is to reflect on what Pentecostal theological education should look like in an 
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increasingly virtual educational environment. The session is chaired by Alison Atkinson and 
the panellists are Barry Saylor, Daniel Akhazemea, and Ulrik Josefsson. 
 
Revd Alison Atkinson is a chaplain at London School of Theology, London, UK. She has 
been a minister in the Elim Pentecostal Church for 20 years.   
 
Dr Barry Saylor serves as Associate Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies (Family 
Ministry) at Trinity Bible College and Graduate School in Ellendale, ND, USA. He also serves 
as the Executive Director for the World Alliance for Pentecostal Theological Education 
(WAPTE), a worldwide alliance of regional Pentecostal theological associations and 
denominations. He has published in journals, such as Pentecostal Education, Biblical Higher 
Education, and the Journal of Youth Ministry. Saylor’s main research interests are ministry to 
emerging generations and families, as evidenced in his recent book, Emerging Voices: 
Helping College Students Reclaim Christian Proclamation (2020 Wipf & Stock). 
 
Dr Daniel Akhazemea holds a Master of Divinity, MA in Missional Leadership, and PhD in 
Biblical counselling. He is the Rector of Christ the Redeemer College, London and a member 
of Theology Advisory Group, Evangelical Alliance, UK. He is an Assistant Regional Pastor of 
The Redeemer Christian Church of God and chairs the RCCG National Board on Training and 
Education. He has written three books and published several journal articles on Black 
Majority Churches, Pentecostalism, and Christian education. 
 
Dr Ulrik Josefsson is the Prorektor of the Academy of Leadership and Theology, Sweden. 
He is also the Vice Chair of the World Alliance for Pentecostal Theological Education 
(WAPTE).    
 

Wolfgang Vondey, ‘The Future of Pentecostal Ministries: Ideological, 
Historical, and Institutional Challenges of a Global Tradition’ 
 
Although Pentecostals were engaged in ministry as a specific calling and activity from their 
inception, the spread and development of global Pentecostalism has diversified the 
ministerial landscape, and there exists no cohesive proposal to date for the recognition and 
preservation of uniquely Pentecostal forms of ministry. This presentation critically examines 
the challenges of designating ministries specific to the Pentecostal movement as a ‘tradition’ 
by asking what theological elements constitute such a tradition, what are the dominant 
theological patterns of their reenactment, and how these ministries aid or resist the formation 
of Pentecostal communities in the future. This concern responds to pressing questions of the 
recognition, invention, and rejection of traditions in late modern society and religion. The 
quest for answers follows the five essential patterns of tradition proposed by Anthony 
Giddens: collective memory, ritual expression, a formulaic conception of truth, guardians of 
the tradition, and its normative content. Applying these patterns to Pentecostal ministries 
reflect an ideological, historical, and institutional critique of Pentecostalism in its existential 
challenge to articulate a tradition of vocation, anointing, ordination, and authority genuine to 
the global movement. 
 
Wolfgang Vondey is Professor of Christian Theology and Pentecostal Studies in the School 
of Philosophy, Theology and Religion at the University of Birmingham, where he also serves 
as director of the Centre for Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies. He has published 
extensively on issues of global Pentecostalism with particular focus on the theology of the 
movements and is currently the editor of the Journal of the European Pentecostal 
Theological Association. Among his most recent publications are Pentecostal Theology: 
Living the Full Gospel (2017 Bloomsbury T&T Clark) and The Routledge Handbook of 
Pentecostal Theology (2020 Routledge). 
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Patrice McDonald, ‘Pentecostalism: A Democratising, Liberating Force for 
Black Women?’ 
 
Galatians 3:26-28 has long been the maxim of Pentecostals seeking to validate the belief in 
the equality that exists between believers post the Pentecostal experience recorded in Acts 
2. The pronouncement that there is neither ‘Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor female’ 
has been successfully adopted by those of different genders to advocate that the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit has created a radical democratizing of all people. But if this is the case, why is 
it that black women who have historically occupied prominent places within Pentecostal 
spiritual revivals, including Azusa Street, in Los Angeles, have appeared to diminish as the 
movement evolved? Why is it that in some large American Pentecostal denominations, 
women are barred from full ordination rights? And is there any resonance of this struggle 
among black British Pentecostal women? 
 
This study will examine the importance of black women within the Azusa Street Revival, 
drawing particular attention to Lucy Farrow who is said to have been integral to William 
Seymour’s experience of being baptised in the Holy Spirit. It will suggest that Azusa Street 
created a precedent for black women to lead within Pentecostal contexts. It will explore the 
importance of American figures like Ida B. Robinson, the first black female bishop who 
created an organisation that granted full ordination rights to women from its inception in 
1924. The study will then offer reflections on the current position of black British Pentecostal 
women and ask whether Pentecostalism has been a liberating force for black women, or 
whether black women are being ‘written out of black British history’ despite attending 
Pentecostal churches in greater numbers than black men. 
 
Patrice McDonald completed her MA in Practical Theology at Mattersey Hall/University of 
Chester in 2020. Her MA dissertation explored the impact of black women within the 
American Pentecostal movement commencing with Azusa Street until the 1930s. McDonald 
plans to embark on her PhD and hopes to explore how black women in Britain navigate race 
and gender spheres to become ordained ministers. She is a qualified teacher and serves as 
part of the training and development team within her local AoG church in the West Midlands, 
UK. 
  

Dony Donev, ‘Anna Ladd Bartleman and the Formation of Azusa Revival 
Missions and Ministry Paradigm’ 
 
As the Pentecostal movement in Bulgaria celebrated its first centennial in 2020, the story of 
Bulgarian Pentecostal women now stretches over seven generations of believers. Yet, one 
important historical figure remains among the forgotten – Bulgarian-born, Anna Ladd 
Bartleman, wife of Azusa Revival historian Frank Bartleman, is the first known documented 
Bulgarian Pentecostal believer, Pentecostal minister, and Pentecostal missionary. Raised 
into a life of Wesleyan holiness, the ministry of Anna provides an important early connection 
not only with Methodist missions, as foundational for Protestantism and Pentecostalism in 
Bulgaria, but also with the consistent presence of Slavic Molokan migrants on the Balkans 
and at the Azusa Revival. As Frank Bartleman’s wife and co-labourer during his last 
European tour in 1912-1914, Anna Bartleman contributed to an early Pentecostal missionary 
paradigm, which Vinson Synan called ‘missionaries of the one-way ticket.’ Her example and 
influence, especially as a missionary within a marginalized migrant cultures of predominantly 
patriarchal religious structure, is significant for the formation of early Pentecostal holiness. 
 
Revd Dony Donev (DMin) is one of the co-founders of the Institute for Bulgarian Protestant 
History and currently teaches at Lee University. In 1999 with his wife Kathryn, they 
established ‘Cup and Cross Ministries International’ with a vision for restoration of New 
Testament theology and praxis. They have recently published the New Greek-Bulgarian 
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Interlinear of the New Testament based on Nestle-Aland and UBS-5. His upcoming book in 
2021 is dedicated to four of the founders of the Pentecostal movement in Bulgaria. 
 

Rachel Ager, ‘Pentecostalism: Ministries of Healing or a Culture that 
Exacerbates Suffering?’ 
 
Divine healing has been fundamental to Pentecostal theology, and the promise of such 
healing is perhaps one of the distinguishing features which has enabled Christianity to 
compete, as successfully as it has, with other religions. However, whilst the promise of 
divine healing brings hope to many, those that are not healed following prayer, find 
themselves in the uncomfortable position of being ‘the elephant in the room.’ Not only do 
they have to suffer the consequences of living with a long-term illness or disability, but their 
suffering is exacerbated by the beliefs of the very communities in which they should expect 
to find support. Two core convictions, perpetuated by Pentecostals throughout the last 
century, are the source of a significant amount of the negativity encountered by the sick and 
disabled who do not receive healing. The first is the belief that in the Gospels faith played an 
important role in determining Jesus’ willingness to heal, and the second is the belief that 
Jesus healed everyone who came to him. 
 
This paper argues that the validity of both Pentecostal convictions can be challenged by a 
careful theological reading of the healing narratives in the Gospels and Acts. This reading is 
then used to develop a renewed Pentecostal theology, with an associated theology of 
suffering. This theology will be consistent with the healing practices of Jesus and the 
Apostles, as recorded in the Gospels and Acts, however it will not alienate or harm those 
suffering from illness or disability, but rather it will empower them. Furthermore, it will ensure 
that their testimonies are valued, as there is certainly much to learn from their testimonies of 
faith in the midst of suffering. 
 
Rachel Ager is currently studying on the doctoral programme at Regents Theological 
College, West Malvern, UK. Her research focuses on Pentecostal theologies and practices 
of healing, and her other areas of interest include the New Testament’s use of the Old 
Testament, and Pentecostal biblical hermeneutics. Rachel is a member of the Elim 
Pentecostal Church.  
 

Charlotte Johnson, ‘An Exploration of Bereavement Experiences Supported by 
Pastoral Care Leadership in a Pentecostal Setting in the Church of God in the 
United Kingdom’ 
 
Experiencing the death of a loved one and coping with bereavement is a human condition. 
Enquiring into the experiences of bereaved congregants affiliated to the New Testament 
Church of God (NTCG) is likely to provide new insights for an establishment in existence 
since mid-1950s. The research explored how pastoral care leaders are equipped and 
supported while they take care of the bereaved during a highly emotional and physiological 
time. Many of the people participating in the study were descendants from the Caribbean 
who have settled in the United Kingdom. Also, the research addressed the question of 
whether talking about one’s story helps the bereaved, the pastoral team, and consequently 
the pastoral care ministry of the church.   
 
The main methodology applied during the research was ethnography and the study was 
conducted in three parts: a survey, interviews, and focus groups. The qualitative research 
method utilised supported the ethnographical methodology with the intention to introduce a 
therapeutic element. The research population was located in North West London, described 
as a black majority church, and is part of an international Pentecostal denomination.   
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Pastoral care leaders are mandated in Scripture to take care of the bereaved, this is 
demonstrated in stories throughout the Old and New Testaments. As the Windrush 
Generation are transitioning from this earth to eternity, the bereaved are having to adjust to 
dealing with death within a changing context, rituals, and impact. A more in-depth 
understanding of bereavement based on the stories shared will be a beneficial contribution, 
especially as this area of research is not overcrowded in the academy. 
 
Dr Charlotte Johnson FCIPD, MCMI recently wrote a chapter titled ‘A Pentecostal 
appraisal of Scripture, reason, tradition and experience’ in the book Challenges of 
Pentecostal Theology in the 21st Century (2020) edited by Phyllis Thompson.  Since then 
Charlotte has written several articles on Christian matters for the Association of Christian 
Councillors (ACC), Churches Together in England (CTE) and the New Testament Church 
of God (NTCG). Charlotte holds an MSc in Human Resources Leadership from 
Manchester University, an MSc in Church Ministries, and a Doctorate of Ministry (DMin) 
from Pentecostal Theological Seminary, Cleveland, TN, USA. She is also a Deaconess at 
Willesden New Testament Church of God in the UK. 
 

Raymond Pfister, ‘Brexit Means Brexit? European Nationalism as a Challenge 
for Pentecostal Ministries in a Multicultural Society’ 
 
Brexit means Brexit? A few years back, the word didn’t even exist. Now, you may find 
phrasebooks and glossaries trying to explain all the related terminology, yet you cannot 
really be sure who means exactly what. The UK-wide so-called ‘Brexit’ referendum (2016) 
has not only focused on the ambiguous and sometimes contentious relationship between the 
United Kingdom and the European Union, it has also fuelled the rationale of Eurosceptic 
nationalist movements across the European continent. Its results have greatly impacted 
British society, now deeply divided between Remain and Leave supporters (Christians, and 
specifically Pentecostal believers, included), but they have also raised a number of complex 
issues the European Churches never faced before to such extent.  
 
In its first part, the paper shall critically examine various areas of ambiguity linked to the 
concepts of nationalism and particularity, such as (direct) democracy, sovereignty, 
citizenship, patriotism, and multiculturalism. It will also be assessing the nature and 
consequences of ongoing tensions between national identity and European integration. In its 
second part, the paper will attempt to assess how Pentecostal ministries are meant to be a 
conflict-transforming power encounter with Kingdom (of God) values, responding 
meaningfully to the challenge of political, cultural and religious diversity in Europe by (1) 
learning and discerning how the Holy Spirit wants to create service opportunities to shape 
Europe’s future, (2) by understanding and modelling the universal/global character of the 
Gospel of hope, and (3) by promoting at all levels transformation, healing and reconciliation 
for the sake of a greater and more tangible experience of unity beyond human borders. 
 
Raymond Pfister, currently living in Switzerland, is a French Pentecostal theologian with a 
European and ecumenical vision. He is the founder and Director of the European Institute for 
Reconciliation Studies ICHTHUS 21. He is the former Principal of Birmingham Christian 
College and was a Senior Lecturer of Biblical Studies and Messianic Jewish Studies at 
King's Evangelical Divinity School (UK). He was affiliated as an external academic 
researcher with the Faculty of Theology at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland) until his 
retirement this year. 
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Erwin Samuel Henderson, ‘Apostolicity as Divine Attribute in Trinitarian 
Relationship’    
      
This paper responds to the question what is the origin and nature of apostolicity and how is it 
demonstrated? The investigation examines the meaning of apostolicity found in the New 
Testament, its significant transition through the post-apostolic period, and the consequence 
on contemporary understanding. The dilemma of the first and second century-generation 
Christians, in light of the disappearance of the ‘sacred triad’ (apostles, prophets and 
teachers by the end of the second century), was how to understand apostolicity. The 
emerging principles of discontinuity, transference, transformation and succession carved the 
road to canonisation, bishop-centrism and episcopal systemisation.  
 
This response analyses apostolicity redefined and justified through agency and function. The 
Pentecostal anchorage in the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost is determinant in 
qualifying apostolicity; while emphasising agency and function, it also turns attention to the 
person of the Spirit. This leads necessarily to an examination of the Trinity, ontologically and 
relationally, and therefore brings a fuller response to the definition of the origin and nature of 
apostolicity. To be apostolic by nature is the restoration of the Trinitarian reality. Subsequent 
exploration of the non-hierarchical, ‘intra-Trinitarian’ relationship will demonstrate an 
apostolic archetype. This contribution seeks to restore the presence of Trinity in apostolic 
thinking in response to the historical construct by defining the nature of apostolicity in 
Godhead, and to argue apostolicity as a response to subordinate suppositions. The paper 
concludes with a proposed basis for renewed self-understanding as Trinitarian extension.   
 
Erwin Samuel Henderson (PhD in Theology) is a theological researcher and teacher 
(ORCID: 0001-7180-3108). He has twenty-five years of ministry experience, including 
teaching the Bible in training institutions in France, North Africa, Malawi, Benin, and Serbia. 
He is the author of three books in French and English. His most recent publication is ‘A 
Global Perspective on the Covid-19 Crisis and an Ontological Theological Perspective’ 
(Pharos Journal of Theology). He is a Research Fellow with University of Zululand, SA, and 
a member of the European Association of Biblical Studies (EABS) and European Research 
Network on Global Pentecostalism (GloPent).  
 

Malcolm J. Duncan, ‘Public Spires in the Public Square? The Pastor as a 
Public Witness’ 
 
Pastors are part of the Christian community of faith and as such are part of what Lesslie 
Newbigin describes as communities called to be ‘public spires in the public square’ 
(Newbigin 1989), but what are the implications of this on the pastor’s praxis and 
understanding of her vocation? For Kevin J. Vanhoozer and Owen Strachan, a re-discovery 
of the role of the pastor as a public theologian is vital (Vanhoozer & Strachan 2015), whilst 
for H. Richard Niebuhr, Craig A. Carter, and D. A. Carson the challenges of considering how 
we engage with the wider culture have multi-faceted dimensions (Niebuhr 1956; Carter 
2007; Carson 2012). For others, the pastor’s role in leading the local church into social 
engagement, prophetic witness, Gospel-proclamation, and the ministries of prayer and 
worship are key components of the pastor’s public ministry (Wallis 2006; Duncan 2007; 
Thacker & Hoek 2008; Volf 2011).  
 
In ‘Public Spires in the Public Square? The Pastor as a Public Witness’ I explore the pastor’s 
role as a public witness through three lenses: posture, audience, and purpose. In exploring 
each lens, I set out a possible motif that can help us reflect on the role of the pastor in the 
public square. For posture, I consider the five motifs of Niebuhr’s Christ and Culture (Niebuhr 
1956) and propose that the metaphor of the Spirit as Paraclete provides a better model for 
the pastor. For audience, I explore David Tracy’s three spheres from The Analogical 
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Imagination (Tracy 2000), and present the model of the Agora as an alternative. For 
purpose, I reflect on a broader literature review on the role of the pastor and suggest a 
lacuna in knowledge around the pastor’s purpose in the public square, and propose that the 
eklesia provides definitive intentionality.  
 
I then set out three proposals. Firstly, and most importantly, I contend that there is an urgent 
need to rediscover the importance of the pastor as a public witness in Pentecostal theology. 
Secondly, I argue that the Covid-19 pandemic has brought a welcome corrective to recent 
emphases on pastoral leadership. Thirdly, I suggest a more primitive understanding of the 
pastorate may be of benefit to those called to the office using the four-fold paradigm as an 
example of how such an understanding might be formulated.  
 
I conclude by making the case that Pentecostalism has something unique to contribute to 
understanding the pastor as a public witness and contributor to the common good 
(Bretherton 2019). I make the case for seeing a publicly rooted understanding of Pentecostal 
theology as an extension of the Pentecostal heritage and a direct implication of Pentecostal 
theology rather than a sharp break from it. 
 
Revd Malcolm J. Duncan F.R.S.A. is the lead pastor of Dundonald Elim Church, Northern 
Ireland. He has published various books and is currently studying on a DProf. Programme at 
the University of Chester. He is also the Chair of Elim’s Pastoral and Public Theology 
Working Group, as well as Theologian-in-Residence for Essential Christian and Spring 
Harvest.    
 

Geoffrey Butler, ‘Calvin’s Sacramental Theology: A Fresh Paradigm for a 
Pentecostal View of Water Baptism?’ 
 
It is no secret that Pentecostals have, at many times, eschewed the reverence for tradition 
found in more sacramental contexts. Those in my home province of Newfoundland, Canada 
have been no exception; Garry Milley, a fellow native, laments that for some churches, 
‘Tradition smashing and denomination bashing are signs of openness to the moving of the 
Spirit’ (Milley 2009). Yet, given the prominence water baptism has historically been granted 
within the movement, such an attitude hardly seems fitting. Though early Pentecostal 
statements of faith described baptism in simple symbolic terms, their newsletters often 
featured powerful testimonies of baptisms. They are, in Chris Green’s words, ‘sacred 
occasions,’ which ‘rarely fail to mention the Spirit’s (or Christ’s) presence in the event’ 
(Green 2012). It is unfortunate, then, that many Pentecostals have not conceived of a 
sacramental framework that adequately explains their experience. 
   
Perhaps we might bridge the gap by engaging with one voice from the Christian tradition 
who held a robustly sacramental understanding of baptism and an appreciation of the Spirit’s 
work therein. John Calvin’s position was profoundly pneumatological, holding that the 
outward promise the sacrament symbolized corresponded to the Spirit’s work in the heart. 
He declared, ‘from this sacrament, as from all others, we obtain only as much as we receive 
in faith’ (Calvin 1960). Indeed, Frank Macchia has observed that, for Calvin, ‘The Spirit’s 
performance involves our performance….The sacraments thus “do not avail one iota without 
the energy of the Holy Spirit”’ (Macchia 2006). Likewise, Mark Cartledge documents in his 
volume Charismatic Glossolalia that on Calvin’s understanding the sacraments ‘are never 
without a preceding promise, but…. fulfil their office only when the Spirit comes to them and 
“by whose power alone hearts are penetrated and affections moved”’ (Cartledge 2002). 
 
Recall the disconnect between how Pentecostals have historically detailed baptism in their 
doctrinal statements versus the rich experience they have enjoyed in their personal lives. 
Given Calvin’s framework, this paper will contend that his sacramental theology, which is 
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robustly pneumatological and emphasizes the necessity of faith, holds great potential to 
encourage the development of a distinctly Pentecostal theology of water baptism. It will 
contend that, though Calvin himself was a paedobaptist, his emphasis on the necessity of 
faith in effecting the sacraments would be a more natural fit in credobaptist contexts, like 
most Pentecostal churches. Moreover, his emphasis on the Spirit might provide 
Pentecostals, a relentlessly pneumatological people, with language to describe their own 
baptismal experience with greater passion and depth.  
 
Geoffrey Butler is a PhD student at Wycliffe College, University of Toronto, and a Teaching 
Assistant at Tyndale University. A student member of the Society for Pentecostal Studies 
and the Society of Biblical Literature, his articles have appeared in Pneuma, The Canadian-
American Theological Review, the McMaster Journal of Theology and Ministry, and other 
platforms. 
 

John Onelum, ‘Towards Liberating the Eucharist in the West: An Experiment in 
Chastened Defamiliarization’ 

Western Pentecostal conceptions of the Eucharist have, it might appear, all-too-often been 
‘domesticated’ and stripped of the historical social-economic-justice dimensions that are 
more commonly evident among Eastern European traditions. For the most part, Western 
Pentecostals celebrate the Eucharist emphasizing its remembrance motifs. However, are 
such conceptions justified given the religious and social-economic-justice (i.e. sacred and 
profane) dimensions of Greco-Roman banqueting traditions, which provide us with the 
historical-cultural (and thus also theological) context for understanding the Eucharist? Whilst 
remaining sensitive to Pentecostal approaches to engaging with biblical and cultural 
hermeneutics, this paper draws on social-scientific approaches (particularly Wendy 
Griswold’s ‘Cultural Diamond’ sociology of culture model and René Girard’s mimetic theory 
as the defamiliarizing tool) to highlight and elucidate the nexus between the Eucharist’s 
religious and social-economic-justice domains. The aim is to signal the significance of such a 
comprehensive view of the Eucharist to Western Pentecostal cultural engagement and 
thereby contribute to liberating the Eucharist in the West. 
 
John Onelum is a PhD researcher in Theology and Religion at the University of 
Birmingham. This paper features aspects of his biblical interpretation project, which aims to 
develop a contextual-Pentecostal interpretation of the meal motif in Revelation 3:20. 
 

Allan Varghese, ‘Songs as Pentecostal Theologizing: Annamma Mammen's 
Contribution in Shaping the Kerala Pentecostal Imagination’ 
 
In Indian Pentecostal theological and missiological scholarship, the role of Kerala 
Pentecostals is well documented. However, the pioneering voices that are highlighted are of 
men, side-lining the women's voices and contributions that shaped the grassroots Kerala 
Pentecostal imagination. The preacher-songwriter Annamma Mammen (1914-2002) is one 
such voice that impacted the early Kerala Pentecostal growth and continues to shape the 
Pentecostal theological imagination of any grassroots believer. Although Mammen's 
missionary life and itinerant preaching were impactful for building the Indian Pentecostal 
Church of God (IPC), it was her role as a songwriter that shaped the contemporary Kerala 
Pentecostal imagination. Today Mammen's songs are widely used in the Malayalam-
speaking world, irrespective of denominational barriers.  

Therefore, in this paper, while attempting to bring forth the side-lined story of Annamma 
Mammen, I argue that Mammen's songs demonstrate the eschatological importance of 
Kerala Pentecostal theology that was widely prevalent as the pioneering movement strived 
through various persecutions in the first half of the twentieth century.  
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To arrive at the objective, first, I shall provide a brief historical account of the early twentieth-
century Pentecostalism that Mammen experienced. Second, I will provide a brief 
biographical account of Mammen. Third, through the lens of ‘lyrical theology,’ I shall analyse 
two of Mammen's songs to highlight the early Kerala Pentecostal eschatological imagination. 
As a conclusion, I shall also emphasize how Mammen's ‘lyrical theology’ stands both as an 
encouragement and as a challenge for the contemporary Kerala Pentecostal church; 
encouragement, as the church faces various forms of persecutions that are propagated due 
to the rise of Hindutva, and a challenge, as Mammen's life and legacy invite the Kerala 
Pentecostal church to re-think their highly neglected and ambiguous stand on the role of 
women in Pentecostal Church leadership. 
 
Allan Varghese is a PhD (Intercultural Studies) student at Asbury Theological Seminary. His 
research interest is in the intersection of Pentecostalism, inter-religious encounters, and 
missional social engagement. Some of his research on Indian Pentecostalism is published in 
the International Journal for Indian Studies (2019). He is originally from Kerala, India, and 
holds a Certificate in theological studies (University of Oxford), Masters in Social Work 
(Christ University, Bangalore), MA in Integrative Psychotherapy (London School of 
Theology), and Masters in Theological Studies (Duke University). 
 

Cornelis van der Laan, ‘Love Knows No Sacrifice: Margaretha Alt and 
Indonesian Pentecostalism’ 
 
Margaretha Alt (1883-1962) was born in The Hague. At the age of nineteen she moved to 
Indonesia, then a colony of the Dutch-East-Indies, where she would live for 58 years without 
any interruption. During the 1920s she became a prime leader in the upcoming Pentecostal 
movement, where she became known as Moes Alt (Mother Alt). She founded several 
churches, raised a large number of orphans, wrote books, poems, songs, edited the 
important journals Gouden Schooven and Gandum Mas, and trained a number of future 
leaders. Through her writings and activities she became an influential role model for a new 
generation of Pentecostal believers. 
 
Being a woman in leadership who had to struggle against rejection based on her gender, 
makes her story all the more remarkable. Her position on the role of women developed over 
the years from caution to boldness. When her position as female preacher was increasingly 
challenged she left the denomination she was part of and became the head of a new 
denomination that still exists today.  
 
She made a significant contribution to the developing Pentecostal theology. Thanks to her 
diaries we can follow her struggle with the use of medicines during severe attacks of malaria 
and how this affected her view on divine healing. To her both church and leadership are 
strongly focused on loving relationships in which love and sorrow are shared.  
 
Her life story is viewed against the backdrop of a transition from a colonial to a postcolonial 
era. During the Japanese occupation she was imprisoned in a Japanese camp and 
afterwards interned in a republican camp. The paper examines how she related to the local 
Indonesians and their culture as well as how she reacted to the new political realities after 
the Second World War when Indonesia became an independent republic.  
 
Today Alt is still remembered as the founder in the Gereja Utusan Pantekosta and as one of 
the pioneers in the Gereja Sidang Jemaat Allah (Assemblies of God in Indonesia). The 
village Gambangwaluh which she founded in Middle Java celebrated its 100 years jubilee in 
2016 and opened a Museum to her remembrance. 
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Cornelis van der Laan (PhD, University of Birmingham) is an ordained minister of the VPE, 
Professor of Pentecostal Studies VU University Amsterdam (2002-2012), President of Azusa 
Theological Seminary Amsterdam (1993-2007). He is also the author of Moesje Adriana Alt: 
Mother of the Indonesian Pentecostal Mission (2019 CPT Press) and co-editor of Studying 
Global Pentecostalism: Theories and Methods (2010 University California Press). 
 

Carol Tomlin, ‘Sermon Texts in Contexts: Exploring Factors for Divergence in 
the Preaching of Second Generation African Caribbean Pentecostals from their 
Windrush Forebears’ 
 
The exponential rise of Pentecostalism globally necessitates a review of how the Gospel 
message is communicated through the act of preaching. The context of Western 
Protestantism informs much of the homiletic training, though the Global North is no longer 
the focal point of the Christian faith. It is imperative, as Cleophus LaRue and Luiz 
Nascimento advocate, that scholars consider other distinctive forms of preaching in varied 
geographical spaces, reflecting the multiplicity of content, method, and practice (LaRue & 
Nascimento 2020). Irrespective of sermon genre, the context of preaching is paramount for 
situating the content of the homily and critical to our understanding of the hermeneutical 
disposition of any cultural group. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to analyse the ways in 
which the context and preaching of second-generation African Caribbean Pentecostals in 
Britain have diverged from their Windrush forebears, the first-generation Caribbean people 
who migrated to Britain during the post-war period. It highlights the Windrush ministers, 
among the migrants, as well as the factors undergirding the development of the Pentecostal 
churches they established. It considers the societies from which they came and the socio-
economic challenges they faced as the bases for the eschatological and other-worldly 
themes of their sermons, noting the connection between their approach to preaching and the 
African oral tradition. The paper explores second-generation African Caribbean 
Pentecostalism and theological strands impacting on the churches they lead. Whilst 
experiencing similar depressing conditions to their predecessors, the second generation had 
rather different responses as a consequence of heightened ‘black consciousness’ and 
ensuing calls for their homilies to engage with issues affecting their constituents. 
Significantly, this paper traces the preaching of the second generation as it has moved away 
from the ‘end time’ themes of their ancestors, incorporating sermons that pragmatically deal 
with everyday life. The paper argues that African Caribbean Pentecostalism has itself been 
shaped by context. The factors influencing the hermeneutics of the second generation have 
resulted in sermons that depart somewhat from the norms of their Windrush originators.  
 
Revd Dr Carol Tomlin is a multi-award winning educator and an ordained minister with a 
long and distinguished academic career, both nationally and internationally. She is currently 
a Visiting Fellow at the University of Leeds and Principal of Kingdom School of Theology, 
UK. Her academic research spans the field of education, homiletics, gender in Pentecostal 
leadership, and Pentecostalism in the African diaspora. Tomlin is the author of several 
academic publications, including her most recent book Preach It: Understanding African 
Caribbean Preaching (2019 SCM Press).   
 

Tania Harris, ‘A Practical Theological Analysis of Pentecostal Cultures that 
Facilitate Revelatory Experiences’ 
 
The revelatory experience, or in common parlance, the experience of ‘hearing God’s voice’ 
is central to Pentecostal practice and spirituality. As the revelation of ‘God’s thoughts’ via the 
Holy Spirit, this experience is understood by Pentecostals to involve direct contact with a 
supernatural being and includes the possibility of extra-biblical, new and/or previously 
unknown information. The ability to receive these encounters is understood to be a 
distinctive of the New Covenant, whereby the Spirit was poured out on all on the Day of 
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Pentecost (Acts 2:16-17). This approach to revelatory experience arises from a worldview 
that understands contemporary experiences to be phenomenologically equivalent with those 
of the biblical characters.  
 
However, the experience so valued by Pentecostals for its contribution to spirituality, is also 
known for its volatile and disruptive nature. While sociologists have observed the positive 
contribution revelatory experience makes to ministry goals such as healing, benevolent 
service, evangelism and church growth, they have also highlighted the threat to institutional 
instability and pastoral fallout. An inability to address the disruptive nature of revelatory 
experience has contributed to its periodic rejection in the church throughout history. 
This paper applies sociological theory to the ministry problems arising from revelatory 
experience. Drawing on the findings of a PhD study based on practical theological 
methodology in three Australian Pentecostal churches, the paper discusses the aspects of 
culture that facilitate, sustain and promote revelatory experience. The work of Glock and 
Stark is first employed to outline the threat posed by revelatory experience. Peter Berger’s 
theory of world construction and maintenance is then applied to show how revelatory 
experience can be facilitated and regulated within the context of the local church community. 
Ultimately, the study shows how the development of culture through the use of legitimations, 
such as language, various rites and rituals, acts to address the ministry problems of pastoral 
fallout and institutional instability. 
 
Tania Harris (PhD, MA Min, BEd, DipT, Cert IV TAA) is a pastor, author, practical theologian, 
and founder of ‘God Conversations’ (godconversations.com), a ministry that equips people 
to recognise and respond to God’s voice. With a diverse history as church planter, pastor 
and Bible college lecturer, Harris ministers cross-denominationally around the globe through 
church and conference events, as well as a wide range of media outlets. She has recently 
completed a PhD with Alphacrucis College in Sydney Australia, investigating the theology 
and practice of revelatory experiences among Australian Pentecostals. 
 

Nomatter Sande, ‘God Accepts Cultural Differences: African Diaspora 
Pentecostal Identity Perspective’ 
 
Often there is an implicit expectation that African Pentecostals must adopt hybrid or 
bicultural identities to build multicultural churches to attract non-African nationalities in 
diasporic contexts. From an Africa-centred perspective and postcolonial missions agenda, 
the question is to what extent should African Pentecostal ministries and missionary activities 
in Europe happen without proselytising, branding, franchising, or institutionalising converts. 
This study explores the daunting tasks of developing theological ethics of diasporic missions 
that must appropriate aspects of cultures, identity, nationalities, languages, genders, 
leadership, and contextualised theology. The article uses multiculturalism and decoloniality 
as a theoretical framework. This article concludes that God accepts our differences, identity, 
and unique expressions of worship. 
 
Nomatter Sande holds a PhD in Religion and Social Transformation from the University of 
KwaZulu Natal (South Africa). Nomatter is an African Practical Theologian. He is a Research 
Fellow at the Research Institute for Theology and Religion (RITR) in the College of Human 
Sciences, University of South Africa (UNISA). His research interest includes theology, 
disability studies, missiology, and gender issues. E-mail: pastornomsande@yahoo.com; 
ORCID: 0000-0002-4177-8391.   
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Caleb Nyanni, ‘Cultural and Leadership Shift: Next Generation Leaders of 
African Diaspora Churches’ 
 
The African diaspora church has entered a new phase especially in Europe and North 
America. Specifically for the Pentecostals and Charismatics who either transported their 
churches from Africa or established new churches in the 1980s, there seems to be a shift of 
membership and church culture due to the next generation’s influence in the church. 
Leadership in most of these African diaspora churches continues to be mainly first-
generation members and largely male dominated. The leaders of most of these churches are 
those considered to know and understand the African culture along with African Pentecostal 
practices as well. Furthermore, the leadership structure has been built on models of their 
mother churches from Africa, as well as the African cultural practices. Most of these first-
generation leaders seek to transmit the African cultural values, Pentecostal practices 
including African Pentecostal theological nuances and church liturgy to the next generation. 
With very few exceptions in Europe and North America, churches founded or planted by 
African Pentecostals and Charismatics continue to be patronised by majority African 
diasporans. For many years, the second-generation members of these churches appeared 
to have complied. However, with the rising social and cultural forces and influences, the 
second-generation members who are now mostly adults and have started their own families 
in the West have found their voices and are pushing for changes within their parishes to be 
relevant in the contemporary society. The subject of leadership has become an important 
topic in recent decades mainly because the world has arguably become more complex with 
a multiplicity of concurrent debates and issues within the socio-cultural, political and religious 
circles. These issues require dynamic and strong leadership for effective management. 
Some of the second-generation members are managers, team leaders, and are in senior 
leadership positions in their places of work and in their local communities. Though some of 
these second-generation members have now assumed leadership positions in the churches, 
there is growing trend of a new kind of leadership style emerging from the next generation of 
African Pentecostals that seeks to address some of these issues differently. Their way of 
leading is arguably linked to their exposure to the Western cultural influences and wider 
Pentecostal influences, they are also projecting new and renewed forms of Pentecostal 
theology in their praxis. This paper explores the culture and the nature of the next generation 
of African Pentecostal leaders in the diaspora. 
 
Caleb Nyanni (PhD, University of Birmingham) is the Dean at Birmingham Christian College 
and the senior pastor at Sparkbrook Elim Church. His main areas of research are second 
generation church practices and beliefs, African spirituality, hermeneutics, and anything 
involving ‘spirits’. His recent publications include Second-Generation African Pentecostals in 
the West: An Emerging Paradigm (2021 Pickwick) and ‘Second Generation Africans and the 
New Media as Agents of Demystification in the African Diaspora Church,’ in African 
Pentecostalism and World Christianity: Essays in Honour of J. Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu, 
edited by Nimi Wariboko and Adeshina Afolayan (2020 Pickwick), 171-184. 
 

Eunhee Wang, ‘The Holistic Holy Spirit Movement that Combines both Socio-
Prophetic and Charismatic-Pious Elements in the Context of Korea’ 
 
Throughout Korean Christian history, scholars have distinguished the Holy Spirit movements 
into two different distinct patterns: one of these has emphasised socio-political engagement 
and the other is notable for its emphasis on charismatic experience and inner pious belief 
and practice. In particular, the Socio-Prophetic movement presents its focus on socio-
political issues and strives for changes in social structure; the Charismatic-Pious movement 
expresses its main ministry as healing, spiritual salvation, sanctification and charismatic 
empowerment. Within this binary emphasis on the Holy Spirit, many of those groups who 
focus on the inner pious and charismatic elements of the Holy Spirit experience tend to 
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hesitate over participation in socio-prophetic issues, believing their Christian belief and 
practice are not related to their social and political participation. On the other hand, those 
groups that focus mainly on socio-political issues tend to ignore the charismatic sphere such 
as inner purification, salvation of souls and spiritual awakening in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. It seems that the extreme one-sidedness of each movement has, therefore, resulted in 
weakness in Korean Christianity and its society.  
 
However, there has been the Holistic Holy Spirit movement that embraces both Socio-
Prophetic and Charismatic-Pious elements within Korean Christianity: Rev. Gil Seon-ju’s 
Pyongyang Revival movement in 1907 and the recent Cha-Ba-A movement (Academy of 
Knowing the Anti-Discrimination Act) from 2020 within the Korean Church. Interestingly, it 
seems that there are differences between the socio-political actions that start from the 
Holistic Holy Spirit movement and the social actions that start from a particular ideology, in 
terms of the inter-relationship between the purification and transformational work of the Holy 
Spirit within individuals and the community, and the relationship to their manifest socio-
prophetic actions for others in society. Within this movement, it is important to consider the 
cultural influence and the contextual situation in Korea. 
 
Therefore, in this paper, I aim to address some unique characteristics of the Holistic Holy 
Spirit movement in Korea and demonstrate how it combines both elements, the spiritual 
sphere and the socio-political sphere within its movement, and how it can point out the love 
of Christians who work together in a vertical relationship with God and in a horizontal 
relationship with others in church and society. Therefore, in considering the spiritual world 
and the socio-political world in the Holy Spirit movement, the focus will be on the relationship 
between ‘Neyeon’ (inner-world) and ‘Yeiyeon’ (outer-world or actions) in the Holy Spirit 
movement.  
 
Eunhee Zoe Wang is a PhD candidate at the University of Birmingham. Wang’s thesis is 
titled ‘The Socio-Prophetic, Charismatic-Pious, and Holistic Mission of the Holy Spirit 
Movements in Korea’. 
 

Vee J.D-Davidson, ‘Engaging with Cultural Factors that Have the Potential to 
Limit Spiritual Formation in Pentecostal Seminary Training and Associated 
Cross-Cultural Ministry’  
  
Pentecostalism, as a potentially spirituality-heightening gift of God, lends itself to being 
‘supracultural’, but spiritual formation of seminarians and those they minister to in differing 
cultural settings can be hindered when specific cultural practices due to underlying 
worldview beliefs suggest characteristics of God which are in competition with a fuller 
Biblical understanding. Subtle overtones of cultural expectations in relationship with God can 
be found in lifestyle practices as a result of perceptions of time, expectations and obligations 
concerning relationships, culturally defined approaches to communications, and acceptable 
and non-acceptable interactions in relation to role and status.  
 
This paper engages with these varying cultural orientations, for which there may be differing 
degrees of adherence amongst both individuals and groups, and aims to show how the 
orientations have implications for limiting spiritual formation of students in the Pentecostal 
seminary, as well as those they may be reaching out to cross-culturally. Self-awareness in 
relation to cultural expectations by both faculty members and students can be key to 
overcoming the potential limitations. This is all the more important in multiple-culture settings 
where both diverse and competing perceptions of the intricacies of spiritual formation can 
exist in relation to cultural and contextual specifics. 
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When set apart from ingrained less-than-appropriate cultural demands, Pentecostalism’s 
vibrancy in the realm of the Spirit has, in itself, the potential to widen our students’ 
perceptions of life and service in Christ. In light of the cultural considerations raised, this 
paper looks to offer insights for helping facilitate awareness, understanding, and overcoming 
of associated potential limitations to spiritual formation along with the implications for cross-
cultural outreach as part of the seminarian’s exposure to ministry. 
 
Dr Vee J.D-Davidson (PhD, University of Birmingham) has been involved in missions and 
theological education in Asia since 1994 with articles published by Evangelical Missions 
Quarterly, Transformation, Journal of Adult and Theological Education, and Asian Journal of 
Pentecostal Studies. She has been an off-site faculty member of Asia pacific Theological 
Seminary since 2009 and Director of International Programs at Ecclesia Theological 
Seminary, Hong Kong since 2017. She has published books in both Mandarin Chinese and 
English including course textbooks:  Empowering Transformation: Transferable Principles for 
Intercultural Planting of Spiritually-Healthy Churches (2018 Regnum) and Transforming 
Communication: From Cross-Cultural to Intercultural Communication of Christ (forthcoming 
Zondervan Academic). 
 

E. T. Mapfumo. ‘The Quest for the Black Madonna in White Majority Traditional 
Churches: A Theological Reflection in a Yorkshire Parish’ 
 
What has the 'Black Madonna' to do with speaking in tongues? This paper seeks to show a 
connection between the conception of the ‘Black Madonna’ and the expression of African 
Pentecostalism in traditional white churches by reflecting theologically on my experience in a 
Yorkshire parish. It is now generally accepted by a number of scholars that African 
Pentecostalism has become a political enterprise. Hence the inspiration of the Virgin Mary – 
especially the 'Black' one – is useful since the denotation itself brings about issues to do with 
identity and belonging. 
 
The toppling of statues during the Black Lives Matter Movement (BLM) has made us more 
aware of how statutes can embody ‘Whiteness’. As a large number of people have realised 
this across different cities in Britain, there has risen the need to question traditional values 
especially from missionary churches which introduced a version of Christianity which was 
foreign to host cultures. The politicised nature of colonialism, coupled with the use of 
images/statues give grounds for a re-imagining of a 'Black Madonna' as the mother of 
sorrows of those who suffer from the hands of those who oppress them. Such events bring 
to the fore issues of social justice even in traditional churches, which have to endure the 
manifestations of ‘Whiteness’. 
 
Revd Ericcson T. Mapfumo is a post-colonial scholar with an interest in African and liberation 
theology. He also identifies as a ‘Shona’, which is part of the Bantu people of Southern 
Africa. He is of Zimbabwean heritage and is an accredited Church of England clergyman 
based in Leeds. He holds a number of vocational and academic qualifications including BA 
and MA degrees in theology, ministry, and mission from Durham University. 

 
Marius Nel, ‘Again, the LGBTIQ+ Issue, the Hebrew Bible and Ministry, This 
Time from a Pentecostal Hermeneutical Awareness’ 
 
The LGBTIQ+ issue is responsible for generating a large amount of theological publications. 
From the Pentecostal side, ‘homosexuality’ is mostly dismissed as sinful and LGBTIQ+ 
people are not tolerated in any ministry position; in some cases they are not even tolerated 
as members of a Pentecostal church. However, it is submitted that within classical 
Pentecostalism where fundamentalist hermeneutics is being replaced by a new 
hermeneutics, the issue should be revisited. The information about the LGBTIQ+ issue 



20 
 

presumably found in the Hebrew Bible is being considered from this perspective and the 
conclusion is that the vague references cannot be used to sustain a dismissive attitude to 
gays and lesbians, specifically in terms of the emphasis on the experiential and the 
progressive revelation of the Spirit to the church proposed by Pentecostal hermeneutics. It is 
suggested that Pentecostals should reconsider their policy that no LGBTIQ+ people be 
allowed into ministry in any form. 
 
Marius Nel occupies a chair in Pentecostalism and Neo-Pentecostalism established between 
North-West University in Potchefstroom, South Africa and the Apostolic Faith Mission 
of South Africa for the past four years. He completed four doctorates and published several 
books on African Pentecostal hermeneutics. 
 

Jonathan Black, ‘Towards a Pentecostal Theology of Ordination’ 
 
The Pentecostal movement has been noted for a certain democratisation of ministry through 
the releasing and empowering of the laity for service in the church and beyond. Yet, the 
Pentecostal world is full of pastors, bishops, and apostles. Such titles would suggest that 
Pentecostal ministry is not nearly so egalitarian and non-hierarchical as one might think. As 
Simon Chan has highlighted, there is within the Pentecostal world an ‘“episcopal” impulse’ 
(Chan 2011). And in much of the Pentecostal world, this ‘episcopal’ impulse takes on an 
institutional form in the ordained ministry. 
 
Ordination is, of course, a significant issue in ecumenical discussion, and has often proved 
to be the major stumbling block in attempts by churches to enter into full communion (cf. the 
current issues surrounding attempts for the mutual recognition of presbyterial ministry 
between the Church of England and the Methodist Church in Great Britain). It is also a 
widespread practice among some (but not all) streams of Pentecostalism, although in recent 
years it has gained little theological attention. As such, it is important for Pentecostals to 
engage with the theology of ordination and the ordained ministry in order to fruitfully engage 
in ecumenical endeavour.  
 
This paper will proceed to examine the theology of ordination expressed in the early practice 
and teaching of some British Pentecostal denominations. These resources will then be used 
to begin the constructive work of crafting a Pentecostal theology of ordination. In the 
process, significant questions raised by other ecclesial traditions will be taken up in order to 
be able to engage in fruitful discussion beyond the Pentecostal world as well as to better 
understand our own practices. 
 
Jonathan Black (PhD, University of Chester) is Lecturer in Theology at Regents Theological 
College, West Malvern, UK, and Co-Director of the Institute for Pentecostal Theology. Much 
of his research has been in the areas of Pentecostal ecclesiology and sacramental theology 
(particularly Eucharistic theology). His most recent book is The Theosis of the Body of 
Christ: From the Early British Apostolics to a Pentecostal Trinitarian Ecclesiology (2020 Brill).  
 

Faith Van Horne, ‘A Pentecostal-Feminist Approach to Atonement for 
Survivors of Sexual Abuse’ 
 
This paper explores atonement theology for survivors of sexual abuse, particularly regarding 
concerns for bodily autonomy, from a Pentecostal and feminist perspective. For survivors, 
atonement is fraught. Preaching and liturgical practices that emphasize the violent nature of 
Jesus’ death, and the call for Christians to engage in sacrificial self-giving as an ethical 
conclusion of the cross, can alienate and psychically damage victims of sexual violence. 
Overly individualistic conceptions of salvation can place the burden on victims to forgive their 
abusers, divorced from the need for repentance by abusers (if members are of a shared 
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church community) and communal reconciliation to offer safe environments and prevent 
future harm. Findings from trauma theory also show that the bodily violation of sexual abuse 
damages one’s sense of agency – the ability to act toward self and others in healthy ways. 
Without addressing this crucial aspect of healing, the expectation of self-sacrifice can be 
devastating for survivors. 
 
Feminist reconstructions of atonement that centre survivors’ right to autonomy over their 
bodies address the above concerns for agency and protection. However, I argue that these 
constructions are beholden to a particular culturally bound ‘ownership’ conception of bodily 
autonomy, whereby the body is essentially property over which the ‘self’ exercises 
proprietary rights. As such, these approaches do not present a fully redemptive theological 
vision for healing from the trauma of sexual violence. Trauma theory findings demonstrate 
that sexual violation creates a dis-integrated, alienated perception of ‘self’ and ‘body’, which 
must be reintegrated for recovery. I assert that an understanding of bodily autonomy that 
divorces self from body in a proprietary relationship cannot therefore not serve as a 
conceptual basis for healing. Feminist and Pentecostal views that present bodily autonomy 
in a more nuanced, integrated way will be introduced to provide a more robust basis for a 
healing model of atonement. In addition, affectively embodied Pentecostal practices of 
healing will be presented as amenable to this integrative approach. Pentecostal theology 
stresses an understanding of bodily autonomy in which agency is mediated in response to 
encountering Christ through the Holy Spirit, opening believers to healing and new life. I 
argue that a Pentecostal theological approach therefore provides an excellent basis for a 
redemptive model of atonement for survivors and faith communities. However, feminist 
concerns for bodily autonomy that foster survivors’ agency must be carefully considered. 
 
Faith Van Horne is a postgraduate researcher in Theology and Religion at the University of 
Birmingham under the supervision of Wolfgang Vondey. Her thesis explores how 
perceptions of selfhood and the body influence theological visions of redemption for 
survivors of sexual abuse. She is also a Theologian and Researcher for Red Letter 
Christians UK and blogs for Pentecostals and Charismatics for Peace and Justice. 
 

Joseph Dutko, ‘Eschatology: Enemy of Gender Equality?’ 
 
The distinct subjects of eschatology and gender equality have seen an explosion of interest 
in recent decades, particularly within the Pentecostal movement. Pentecostalism is widely 
considered to be a thoroughly eschatological movement reflecting the ‘last days’ of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:17). Pentecostalism is also regarded ideally as an egalitarian community, 
embodying the Pentecost story of the Spirit poured out on ‘all people . . . sons and daughters 
. . . both men and women’ (Acts 2:16-18; cf. Joel 2:28-32). However, eschatology is often 
considered problematic within feminist theology and literature promoting egalitarian practices 
in the church. Can a Pentecostal be both eschatologically-minded and egalitarian?  
The task of this paper is to analyse and categorize the existing views in recent feminist 
literature on the relationship between eschatology and gender equality in order to distinguish 
the different approaches and the challenges they present to an eschatological movement 
like Pentecostalism. The paper then argues for the potential of eschatology as a legitimate 
and fruitful partner for egalitarian initiatives. The goal is to show the need for – and hint at 
the viability of – a thoroughly eschatological approach to the Pentecostal gender problem of 
inequality in church leadership.   
 
Three dominant views concerning the relationship between eschatology and gender equality 
are presented, with the major figures and key works behind each view discussed. The first 
view, and most influential, is the antagonistic attitude made popular by Rosemary Radford 
Ruether. This view treats eschatology as incompatible with the concerns of women, claiming 
eschatology must be exposed for what it is: a male-centred and oppressive theological 
system that takes the focus off present injustices toward women. Less antagonistic but 
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equally dismissive is the agnostic view. This view is less concerned with proactively 
dismantling eschatology; rather, these feminist authors simply ignore eschatology as 
completely irrelevant and often not even worth mentioning. The third view is the augmented 
position which considers eschatology a potential friend to the cause of women’s equality; 
however, it is insufficient as a stand-alone approach and therefore must be supplemented 
with more versatile approaches. I then pivot toward analysing Pentecostal works that appeal 
to an eschatological perspective for an alternative way of imagining present roles for women 
and men in the church. The paper closes with the problems in each of these views and 
presents the possibility of an original and effective contribution to the problem.   
 
Joseph Dutko is a PhD candidate in his final year at the Centre for Pentecostal and 
Charismatic Studies at the University of Birmingham. He holds two master's degrees and 
has published articles and book reviews in several Pentecostal journals, including Journal of 
Pentecostal Theology, Pneuma, and Canadian Journal of Pentecostal-Charismatic 
Christianity. He has previously taught courses at Evangel University and Summit Pacific 
College. With his wife Hannah, he currently co-leads a Pentecostal church on Vancouver 
Island in Canada.   
 

William Atkinson, ‘How Male is Your God? Divine “Gender” and Gendered 
Roles among Pentecostals’ 
 
This paper associates how Pentecostals see gender in God with how they regard the place 
and roles of women and men in church life. First, it acknowledges that a binary view of 
gender – women and men – is widely contested. Nevertheless, it works with this binary as a 
useful generalisation of how most people see themselves. Next, it reports previous research 
associating concepts of God that people hold with their attitudes towards such matters as 
gendered roles in church life, and postulates that the association might be causative. 
Following this, the paper challenges readers to review how ‘male’ their God-concept is, 
before it reflects on the gendered terms ‘Father’ and ‘Son’ in traditional Trinitarian language. 
Alternatives are considered, and rejected. 
 
The second half of the paper considers the possible degree to which even masculine 
pronouns used of God by authors, preachers and lecturers influence how God is seen. More 
room for change is found here. Thereafter, focus turns to the Holy Spirit specifically, and the 
paper closes with a study of certain New Testament texts in which, it is claimed, feminine 
images have been overlooked in Christian discourse. Recovery of these feminine aspects to 
New Testament pneumatology might aid those in the church who seek to promulgate the 
active and senior influence, ministry and leadership of women in Pentecostal church life. 
 
William Atkinson (PhD, University of Edinburgh) was ordained in 1990 to the Elim 
Pentecostal ministry. He has served in local churches and at Regents Theological College, 
where for some years he was principal. Since 2011 he has worked at the London School of 
Theology, and from 2016 to 2020 he was chair of EPTA. With an interest in NT and 
systematic pneumatology, he has written several books including Baptism in the Spirit (2011 
Pickwick) and Jesus before Pentecost (2016 Cascade). 
 
 
 
          
 


